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MOST LEADING BRANDS OF TYRES EXHAUSTS  &  BATTERIES   
BALANCING - TRACKING & PUNCTURE REPAIRS ETC 

RIDGEWAY TYRE CENTRE  

THE MEWS, RIDGEWAY, PLYMPTON 

(01752) 342505 

MOST LEADING BRANDS OF TYRES 
EXHAUSTS  -  BATTERIES  -  COMMERCIAL & AGRICULTURAL BREAKDOWN 

SERVICE 

OPENING TIMES MON  -  FRI 8.30 AM  -  6 PM 
SAT 8.30 AM  -  5 PM SUN 10.00 AM  -  1PM 
BANK HOLIDAYS 10.00 AM  -  2 PM 

FREE  

TYRE CHECKS 

EXHAUSTS  

IVYBRIDGE, PLYMOUTH 

(01752) 895057 

PLYMOUTH MOTOR CLUB MEMBER WELCOMEðGIVE US A CALL 
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Officers and Committee 
 

Patron  

President Mr David Sharp                             

Vice Presidents Mr J Sluman, Mr J Ellison, Mr W Grimshaw,  

 Mr A Chanter, Mr R Blackaller. 

Honorary Life Members Mr & Mrs B Benson, 

 Mr N Bradbury, 

 Mr G Myers, Mr & Mrs P Locke, Mr M Tuppen,  

 Mr & Mrs S Furzeland & Mr A Slade. 

2015 Honorary members Mr K & Mr R Bennett, Mrs L Bennett,  

 Dr S Hateley and Rev K Wakefield. 

Chairman           Alf Chanter ð07779793182 
            chairman@plymouthmotorclub.co.uk 

Vice Chairman Jay Brown 07867 860984. 

Immediate Past Chairman James Ellison     

Treasurer Mrs Chris Pearce                            

Secretary Mr Alan Tomes  01752 219739                             

Competition Secretary Peter Locke  01752 342741 

Membership Secretary Mr Keith Selley 01752 311128 

 1 Upland Drive Derriford, Plymouth PL6 6BB 

 membershipsec@plymouthmotorclub.co.uk 

Social Secretary Liz Barnecutt   

 socialsec@plymouthmotorclub.co.uk  

Awards Secretary Malcolm Tuppen 

Magazine Editor Lord Alf Chanter  07779793182       

 spotlampeditor@plymouthmotorclub.co.uk 

Press & PRO Vacant  

Chief Marshal and  

Safety officer Jay Brown 07867 860984. 

 chiefmarshal@plymouthmotorclub.co.uk    

General Committee K Moyses, Darren Stevens,  

 James Ellison, Sean Harris 

   

12 Car Coordinator Alf Chanter    07779793182 

Honorary Club Chaplain Rev. Kenneth Wakefield                 

Child Safeguarding Officer Miss Helen Bull........hcbull@virginmedia.com 
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Plymouth Motor Club Diary 2016 

 

 

 
 

 

April  
 

29th  
The Corinium Stages, Down Ampney, 3rd round of the 

ASWMC sealed surface stage series 

29th/30th/1st 

May 

 
Werrington weekend has arrivedðsee this mag for details. 

May  
 

2nd May  
Sleep all day after a busy weekend 

6th  
Social night TBA 

13th  
Comus Cup 

14th/15th  
Wiscombe Park Hillclimb 

21st/22nd  
TSH Stages at RAF Portreathða round of the ASWMC tarmac 

stage rally series 

27th  
The Ford Cup Rallyðsee facebook for updates etc and contact 

Alf Chanter for more info and entries. 

June  
 

3rd  
Social night TBA 

5th  
Abingdon Motorsport rally, a round of the ASWMC tarmac 

stage rally series 

11th/12th  
Manor Farm Hillclimb 

17th  
Scatter Rally, see facebook for updated information. 

25th/26th   
Truro MCs Tregrehan Hillclimb near St Austell.ðNOTE A 

CHANGE OF DATE FROM PREVIOUS. 

 magazine deadline for articles will be 14th of the month for inclusion 
in the next publication. 

 

For more information and dates please look at the website: 

www.plymouthmotorclub.co.uk 
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ROY ROWE  

 

As mentioned last month we are sad to see the passing of the clubs Pa-
tron Roy Rowe on March 10th peacefully at Derriford Hospital.  

 

Roy was brought up as a farmers son but his interest was not in animals, 

but in things mechanical. At the age of 14 he started an apprenticeship 

at J B Smith, the Vauxhall dealers in Launceston. After his national ser-

vice, mainly spent working on Army lorries, he returned to the same job.  
 

He met and married Beryl and they lived in the house at the garage in 

Treburley where Roy was doing car repairs in his spare time in the old 

shed at the back, now the MOT bay. Beryl meanwhile was dealing with 

the forecourt duties. When she was expecting  their first child it was sug-
gested to Roy that perhaps he should give up his job and work full time 

at Treburley as winding the hand pumps was getting a bit too much for 

Beryl.  

 

Royõs interest in motorsport led him to become involved in stock car rac-

ing in the 50õs and 60õs and he drove the pace start car at the local meet-
ings. His interests moved to larger tracks and he built a 1000cc Hillman 

Imp for circuit racing and the odd speed event which was driven with a 

great deal of success by Andy Hollaway. The Imp was followed by a Viva 

GT campaigned by Chris Simms. In later years his skills assisted his son 

in law, Ian Thomas with his Mallock. Roy had a passion for classic cars of 
which he had several of his own and customers were always keen to take 

advantage of his detailed knowledge and older cars could always be seen 

in his workshop.  

 

Roy was a witty, gentle, kind and very generous person. He always had 

time for you and seemed not able to say no. He had many friends, not 
just customers, in PMC, providing an endless supply of help. I remember 

at one time he loaned one of his cars to Sam Crocker for a couple of 

events.  

 

On a personal note Roy let me use his facilities to respray my first Mini 
back in 1968. We had many a good Saturday night with others either in 

the Sportsman or the Royal Oak and he always referred to me as ô the 

fastest spark plug changer in the west ô due to changing plugs on the 

start grids at Combe and Thruxton.  

 

We will miss him on his annual visit to Werrington and our condolences 
go to Judith, Rosamund and Richard.  

 

Malcolm Tuppen  
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*******************************  

Spotlamp is published on the 3rd Friday  of each month (hopefully!).  
Contributions should be sent to the Editor, address as published in the list of Club       

Officers, or e-mailed to spotlampeditor@plymouthmotorclub.co.uk. All articles 

should be with the Editor by the 14th of the month. The Editor reserves the right to amend 
articles received as necessary. The views expressed in Spotlamp are the views of the 
individual contributors and not necessarily those of the Editor, or of the Club and its Offic-
ers. Copyright Plymouth Motor Club 2016É 

Wanted 

A small field or paddock of approx. 1 or 

2 acres within a 20 mile radius of Plym-

outh with good access, prefer fairly level 

but all options considered. 

Contact Keith Selley on  

01752 377728 
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Competitions update  
 

Competitors ð too many! Officials ð enough! Preparation ð getting 
there! Help on Friday and Sunday evening ð youõre joking mate! 
An all too familiar story Iõm afraid. If you can, please come and 
join the band of stalwarts who turn up year after year to set up at 
Werrington on the Friday and stay behind after competition on 
Sunday to pack away. Work starts in earnest at 09:00 on Friday 
with a wonderful òBarniesó pasty supplied for lunch and contin-
ues into the afternoon until the jobs are done. Sunday is usually 
finished before it gets dark when we all retire to the pub to remind 
each other that we do this for fun before heading home.  

 

Werrington, where would we be without it? Please do come and 
support your Clubõs biggest event of the year. Competitor, mar-
shal or spectator, it doesnõt matter, just be there! My thanks to 
the small team that put the event together and run it so efficient-
ly, you do the Club proud!  

 

Away from Werrington, the first 12 car of the season, the Austin 
Cup rally, was organised by Kev Moyses. I turned up late at the 
start (still havenõt got used to this new format!) and was told that I 
wasnõt needed as they had too many marshals. Hard to believe, I 
know, but hopefully a good omen for the rest of the season. The 
next event, the Barton Cup rally, is a week earlier than usual to 
cater for the Werrington set up Friday (you canõt get away from it, 
can you! J) being on the last Friday of the month. Starting from 
AC Haines at Estover a good nightõs entertainment for all is guar-
anteed. As I wasnõt needed last month, I wonõt be turning up this 
month, the hillclimb season is starting and Iõm timekeeping at 
Wiscombe. Oh Joy!  

 

More news next month.  

 

Peter Locke  
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Chairmanõs Chat/Editorial 
 

Clubs and associations all rely upon one thing for them to work, actu-
ally, thatõs not true, they rely upon many things to work, but above all 
else they rely on the friendship and comradery of the members work-
ing together and enjoying the company of each for it to truly gel, I 
count myself lucky that many of my closest friends are from within 
the motorsport community and indeed Plymouth Motor Club, you 
could argue that Ive been in the club for years, which is true, but like 
other things in life, things do take time to develop and become a part 
of your life, for me Ive been a member since 1982 ish and over that 
time have grown to be good friends with many involved at club level. I 
have the greatest respect for many of my peers who have the experi-
ence and depth of knowledge needed to run such an organisation, it is 
these people who are the backbone of any club, some would also say 
the same old faces, which is in part true, but also typical of all associ-
at ions, being that thoseó same old facesó are the ones doing the major-
ity of the work  and indeed as a voluntary role, we do it  because we 
enjoy it.  
 
However, we wonõt last forever, and we are always on the lookout for 
bringing new members up through the ranks, starting with marshals 
and competitors at the absolute club level events, for us these are cur-
rently all road based events like treasure hunts (Comus Cups) and 
scatters and 12 car rallies, as these are the seeds that get sown first 
generally. The long term future of the club is those members that have 
yet to join us, so we need to understand what attracts people to mo-
torsport and our club, and expand on this to make it more attractive 
and available to people, many think that being involved in motorsport 
is a costly exercise, letõs be fair, it can be, but in the same way to mar-
shal, or compete on a treasure hunt type event isnõt out of the reach 
of most and is a great introduction to local motoring. At the very least 
we have to find that spark that burns in many out there, and kindle it 
until we can find that next club champion, the next future chairman 
of Plymouth Motor Club.  
 
One of the targets Ive set myself as the Chairman is to contact as 
many schools, colleges and youth type groups as possible over the 
next year and make them aware of the life that we can offer them 
within motorsport, the amount of people that you speak to who think 
a Hillclimb is a car going up a muddy bank is amazing, so if we can 
make the youth aware of what local motorsport is all about then the 
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seed is at least sown. To this end if you have any good contacts at 
schools, youth clubs, collegeõs etc where you think there may be an 
interest in local motorsport and then moving on to the glamour of 
rallying, circuit racing and even F1 events, then give me a shout, im 
in the process of looking at this now with a view to getting some-
thing together for before the summer break and then spreading the 
word through this sort of propaganda, its not just about telling peo-
ple we exist, its about convincing them that we can offer them 
something to enhance their lives, all very deep but also all very true, 
we need to make people want to join, rather than make people 
aware that we exist.  
 
As I type this the Werrington weekend is fast approaching, fingers 
crossed for another successful event, I know the team behind the 
scenes (those same old faces) have worked long and hard once again 
and it has served us well in the past, so once again the event is de-
serving of its success and support.  
 
As the summer approaches were going to try and arrange a few 
summer time events, so watch out for the magazine updates and the 
all -important facebook updates coming your way, and keep an eye 
on the website at all times for regular updates etc.  
 
I think thatõs it for me this month, hoping to see you all soon out 
and about somewhere, remember the social nights which are prov-
ing to be both very social, and very well supported, are the first Fri-
day of every month at the Union Inn, so come along and say hello. 
We spent some time this month chatting about the olden days, very 
informative and actually very interesting, there was no chat about 
events, results, organisation and problems, it was a pure social ex-
perience in every way, totally enjoyable and a great event. I believe 
quizzes are being talked about for the near future so once again 
watch this space and keep your pencil sharp.  
 
Alf Chanter  
Chairman and Editor.  
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The Austin Cup Rally.  
 

Well where do I starté. This was the first ever 12 car I had compet-
ed in and after all the anticipation I had gathered whilst marshal-
ling such events I guess you could say I was excited. This event re-
ally did not disappoint! There were some brilliant roads used alt-
hough some a bit bumpy and the organisers did a cracking job at 
making the event run smoothly.  
 

After plotting all the pre -plot we set off to MTC1 which was a short 
drive down the good old A38 we arrived at the start just outside of 
South Brent or somewhere. Luckily for me we were able to see the 
fastest hairdressers car in the southwest go squirming away from 
the start line (not mentioning any names but you know who i mean 
hopefully).  
 

The first section was really just for me and dad to get used to each 
other in the car so I can't remember much apart from the fact that 
i was nervous so I was calling stuff pretty late and then dad was 
moaning about etc. Pretty much like every driver does really. I was 
so relieved when we made it to the first control and hadn't dropped 
any time, and this continued for the first big chunk of the night all 
except for one section where we dropped 1 minute due to the road 
condition and not wanting to damage the pristine Peugeot wheels.  
 

Skipping on a bit, we arrived at lateness control only to my relief as 
i had been busting to go to the toilet ever since the second control 
and dads erratic driving didn't help this cause one bit. When we 
reached the start of the final section of this section i was so re-
lieved to not have dropped any time over the section and to not 
have missed a single pc all night. But this section really took it out 
on me, it seemed to go on for ever. Up and down, up and down is 

pretty much the pattern it followed on the map Iõd say that this was 
the longest section of the whole night and it really took its toll on 
me and by the time we reached the finish i was pretty much ready 
to go to bed and say goodnight.   
All in all it was a cracking first event and from what i gathered it 
was thoroughly enjoyed by many. Anyway I hope to see you all at 
the next one.  
 

Tommi Henderson and Roger Henderson  
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