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MOST LEADING BRANDS OF TYRES EXHAUSTS  &  BATTERIES   
BALANCING - TRACKING & PUNCTURE REPAIRS ETC 

RIDGEWAY TYRE CENTRE  

THE MEWS, RIDGEWAY, PLYMPTON 

(01752) 342505 

MOST LEADING BRANDS OF TYRES 
EXHAUSTS  -  BATTERIES  -  COMMERCIAL & AGRICULTURAL BREAKDOWN 

SERVICE 

OPENING TIMES MON  -  FRI 8.30 AM  -  6 PM 
SAT 8.30 AM  -  5 PM SUN 10.00 AM  -  1PM 
BANK HOLIDAYS 10.00 AM  -  2 PM 

FREE  

TYRE CHECKS 

EXHAUSTS  

IVYBRIDGE, PLYMOUTH 

(01752) 895057 

PLYMOUTH MOTOR CLUB MEMBER WELCOMEðGIVE US A CALL 
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Officers and Committee 
 

Patron Mr Roy Rowe 

President Mr David Sharp                             

Vice Presidents Mr J Sluman, Mr J Ellison, Mr W Grimshaw,  

 Mr A Chanter, Mr R Blackaller. 

Honorary Life Members Mr & Mrs B Benson, 

 Mr N Bradbury, 

 Mr G Myers, Mr & Mrs P Locke, Mr M Tuppen,  

 Mr & Mrs S Furzeland & Mr A Slade. 

2015 Honorary members Mr K & Mr R Bennett, Mrs L Bennett,  

 Dr S Hateley and Rev K Wakefield. 

Chairman (Acting)               James Ellison  

Vice Chairman Alf Chanterð07779793182 

Immediate Past Chairman Jennie Locke     

Treasurer Mrs Chris Pearce                            

Secretary Mr Alan Tomes  01752 219739                             

Competition Secretary Peter Locke  01752 342741 

Membership Secretary Mrs Louise Olliver 07538 435860   

 101 Compton Avenue, Plymouth PL3 5DD 

 membershipsec@plymouthmotorclub.co.uk 

Social Secretaries Liz Barnecutt   

 socialsec@plymouthmotorclub.co.uk  

Awards Secretary Vacant 

Magazine Editor Lord Alf Chanter       

 spotlampeditor@plymouthmotorclub.co.uk 

Press & PRO Vacant  

Chief Marshal Jay Brown 07867 860984. 

 chiefmarshal@plymouthmotorclub.co.uk    

General Committee K Moyses, Darren Stevens,  

 D Bull 

   

12 Car Coordinator Alf Chanter    07779793182 

Honorary Club Chaplain Rev. Kenneth Wakefield                 

Child Protection Officer Miss Helen Bull........hcbull@virginmedia.com 
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Plymouth Motor Club Diary 2016 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Feb  
 

12th  
The beginners/Valentines Rally, a stand alone 12 car style rally 

aimed at novices/beginners and couples in love, for more details 

see the web and Facebook as they become available. 

19th  
The first round of the 2016 PMC Scatter series, more info to 

follow. 

March  
 

5th  
Bovington Stage Rally, the 2nd round of the ASWMC sealed 

surface stage series. 

11th  
The Plymouth Motor Club Annual General Meeting to be held 

at the RAFA club near Mutley Plain, see the advert in this mag 

18th  
The first round of the PMC Comus cup series for 2016ðmore 

info to follow. 

25th  
The Austin Cup Rally, the first round of the 2016 PMC 12 car 

series. 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 magazine deadline for articles will be 14th of the month for inclusion 
in the next publication. 

 

For more information and dates please look at the website: 

www.plymouthmotorclub.co.uk 
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(Acting) Chairmanõs Chat.  
 

Hello Again and Happy New Year to you all. I hope you have all had a good 

Christmas and that Father Christmas brought you looks of go faster bits on your 

Christmas list so that you can have a good year competing.  

 

As I write this it is just before the Awards Presentation Evening which looks as if it 

should be another good evening although numbers do seem to be down a bit. 

Unfortunately, it clashes with the Motor Sports Show so a few members seem to 

be going there to stock up on the parts that did not make it into their Christmas 

stockings!!! Unfortunately, there are events on weekends either side of this date 

so we do seem to be a bit stuck with our timing again. Still I am sure that it will be 

a good evening thanks to the hard work of the Organising Team.  

 

Looking forward a bit it is the time of year to renew your Club Membership. 

Please can you use a copy of the Membership form from this magazine as it has 

the current Membership fees on it which have slightly increased from last year for 

premium membership due to increases in postage fees for the Magazine.  

 

Another change that has happened is that our Editor Alf Chanter has decided to 

fix the Spotlamp deadline to the 14 th of the month so that we all know the date 

we have to work to. So if you are asked to write an article you know when to do 

it by now.  

 

Looking a bit further ahead it is nearly time for the Club AGM, the date this year is 

the 11 th March, location details will be announced later. As always we are after 

people to join the committee and help run the Club so please give it a thought if 

you would like to help run Your Club.  

 

A little bit closer in time I am organising a Table Top Rally / Navigation Training 

evening on the 29 th January at the Crooked Inn, Saltash, òSigning Onó from 7:30 

with the aim of first car away at 8 oõclock. The event will be in the form of 

handouts to be plotted on Map 201 against the clock in the comfort of the Pub. 

There will be plenty of people around to give you a hand with plotting if you 

need a hand. The aim of the evening is to give the navigators the confidence to 

tackle anything that they might find in an envelope on an event. If you are inter-

ested in entering, then please let me know, either via Facebook or by phone on 

07533 391272. Entry will be free. (Editors note ñAGM schedules mean this maga-

zine was published on the same day at the TT rally sadly)  

 

Well I seem to have run out of page so itõs time to say good bye till next time and 

to wish you all a good season.  

 

James Ellison. (Acting Chairman).  
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*******************************  

Spotlamp is published on the Friday after the second Monday of each month (hopefully!).  
Contributions should be sent to the Editor, address as published in the list of Club       

Officers, or e-mailed to spotlampeditor@plymouthmotorclub.co.uk. All articles 

should be with the Editor by the 14th of the month. The Editor reserves the right to amend 
articles received as necessary. The views expressed in Spotlamp are the views of the 
individual contributors and not necessarily those of the Editor, or of the Club and its Offic-
ers. Copyright Plymouth Motor Club 2016É 
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Editorial  
 

I like this months, I arrange the magazine and then have to see what 

space I have left for my report, and this month only shows 1 single ickle 

little page for me to scrawl in. Now theres a thing, can I actually do it. Yes 

I can, its going to be painful, but I can do it.  

 

The first thing for me is the 12 cars, for this year I shall still be the 12 car co -

ordinator, but ill be hopefully a competing co -coordinator, that its to say 

before each event ill poke and prod people in to doing what they are 

supposed to do, but I wont see any of the route info, ill badger you in to 

doing it, but it will be checked by AN Other as on the night ill get my 

chance then in what ever format I end up competing as. We are now 

looking for volunteers for the organisation of each event, if you feel you 

can help out then give me a ring.  

 

The second thing is that I have been able to announce a new event to 

both PMC and the southwest, being the Watergate bay Hillclimb, itõs a 

closed public road Hillclimb, the first of its kind in the UK and an exciting 

oppourtunity for Truro, Newquay and Plymouth Motor clubs to lead the 

way in this new style of event, it currently has the backing of all of the re-

quired local authorities and major players and is looking like a goer for 

March 2017, see the advert else where for more info and news on an 

open meeting for marshals/event officials and general interest. Its going 

to be a very exciting event.  

 

And then theres my Honda, Mike Perkin and myself did the rally test day, 

had a blast, but broke it as it turns out, the headgasket has gone abd the 

bottom end rattles like a good un, so another rebuild needed, Im looking 

for a double garage or bigger sized workshop for hire on the east side of 

Plymouth where I can tinker to my hearts content, so if you know of 1 then 

please give me a shout and ill be very interested in talking to you.  

 

Then theres the Valentines Rally, as the last winners Sam and myself are 

the organisers for this year, so starting from my works, it will be an approx 

40 miles route following the same format as recent 12 cars but easier, de-

signed for newbies to get around and have some fun, see facebook or 

the website for more information.  

 

And there it is, my single page spread as they say, I have achieved great-

ness. 

 

Lord Alf Chanter  



 

Page 8   www.plymouthmotorclub.co.uk    Feb  2016 



 

Feb 2016          www.plymouthmotorclub.co.uk        Page 9 

Competitions update ï February 2016 
 

One of my timekeeping colleagues told me the other day that I had 

ñArrivedò (note capital ñAò). I wasnôt sure if this was a good thing or not 

really so I decided to find out! What she was referring to was that I had 

been invited to a Senior Officials Meeting by the VSCC (Vintage Sports 

Car Club ï the largest membership car club in the UK). When I first saw 

the invitation I thought that I couldnôt attend anyway as I donôt have a 

passport and the meeting venue was Chateau Impney ï very French! I 

then realised that Chateau Impney is actually just South of Birmingham, 

so no passport needed ï I could go.  

 

When I arrived (note lower case ñaò) I found a room full of guys who 

were well the other side of retirement from me ï hence the ñSenior Offi-

cialsò moniker I thought! As it turned out, they were all either MSA 

Stewards, Scrutineers, Clerks or other MSA or VSCC officials (or a 

combination of the previous list) who help the VSCC organise events 

during the year. There was even an MSA Steward who worked on a Res-
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cue Unit when he wasnôt Stewarding. A very select bunch indeed and 

hence the comment at the beginning of that that I had ñArrivedò ï capital 

ñAò again. Quite why a junior Timekeeper had been invited to join this 

select gathering I didnôt really find out, perhaps it was a mistake on their 

part, but the meeting was a fairly lively affair with a wide-ranging discus-

sion on many topics that would be familiar to most event-organising 

clubs. Drivers disobeying flag signals, the new FHR rules, drones, how to 

identify if a competitorôs camera is ñlegalò and how to encourage more 

marshals were all discussed ï sound familiar anyone????? As to what 

value I added to the meeting Iôm not sure, but I did get to talk to one of 

the Clerks from Shelsley Walsh hillclimb who surprised me somewhat as 

he had not only heard of Werrington hillclimb and knew where it was in 

the UK! He apparently was friends with Werrington stalwart Keith Harris 

and last yearôs unlikely star of the show ñHickeyò Hickling ï the guy 

with the 1912 Sunbeam! He was also looking forward to our Jennie clerk-

ing at Shelsley as part of her licence upgrading in August. 

Looking forward to 2016 and Plymouth Motor Clubé  

Planning for Werrington is progressing well, we are currently investigat-

ing the possibility of receiving entries via an online website, tyre baling 

& belt painting is in full swing and the regs should be finished by the 

middle of February.  

In the absence of anyone volunteering to co-ordinate the 12 car series we 

are trying a slightly different approach this year. Alf Chanter & Kev 

Moyses are going to do most of the work, accepting entries, persuading 

people to organise events etc and Jay and Alan are going to do the route 

checking, permit applying etc ï or at least that was my understanding! No 

doubt all will become clearer closer to the time. Before the start of the 

season, however, James Ellison is organising a ñmovingò table top rally 

(remember them from the Foot and Mouth days?) on 29th January at the 

Crooked Inn just off the A38 the Cornwall side of Saltash. 

 

 More news next month. 

 

Peter Locke 
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Chief marshals mutterings  
 

Well here we are, recovering from the Awards Dinner and Dance! First-

ly (and yes Iõm going to be biased as itõs my better half) a big well 

done and thank to Liz Barnecutt -Brown for organising a fantastic 

Awards nights. Fantastic atmosphere and everyone seemed to enjoy 

themselves. While Iõm on about the awards my thanks go to the Chair-

man for awarding me the BBC Trophy, I am truly honoured and hum-

bled.  

Right then into 2016 with a bang. Saturday 16 th January saw the launch 

of the MSAõs on line training modules, compulsory for NEW marshal reg-

istrations (or as itõs now called òaccreditedó), existing accredited mar-

shals have until 1 st Jan 2017 to take the 3 modules. It does not affect 

your grading. I took it last night and is very simple and not time con-

suming ( I think 15 mins to do all 3!)All the details as available from the 

MSA website www.msauk.org   or give me a shout and Iõll try to answer 

your enquiry. At the same time as this launch the òconduct require-

mentsó for want of a better phrase was put into writing. Most im-

portantly non accredited marshals will not be allowed to marshal a 

post without an accredited marshal being on the same post. Obviously 

this will impact personnel deployment on events. The good news is 

now you can apply direct to the MSA to be an accredited marshal 

without the need of a motor club endorsement (it will still be needed 

for upgrading etc though) so get accredited now!!!  The other major 

one is that marshals will not take photos unless directed to do so by a 

senior official following an incident . This will be seen by some as quite a 

controversial one, however, as safety requirements have been òup-

edó  it is expected that marshals are concentrating on their job and 

not getting close up pictures. I will urge you to abide by this please.  

 

Well onwards as they say and as I write this Iõm preparing to go to 

Brean to set up for the rally. More on this next month no doubt. Next will 

be the MSA seminar at the end of the month and a quieter Feb as the 

Wyedean has been repositioned to later in the year. Sounds very much 

like the calm before the storm!!!!  

 

Till next month,  

 

Jay Brown   

http://www.msauk.org
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 Dynamometer  
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Bank transfer payments 
 

For payment of the Dinner and Dance tickets plus entries 

where accepted or advised in the regs etc, please send 

payments to the following account details, with your 

name as the reference. If you know your PMC member-

ship number then include this as well. 

 
Sort code 09-01-51 
Account 18187317   

Tour de Bretagne 2015 

 

Following our really enjoyable Tour de Bretagne in 2012, Eva and I decided to 

break our unwritten rule (to never do the same event twice), and signed up for 

the 2014 Tour (2013 would have required us to embark in Portsmouth - not 

Plymouth).  

 

However, again things conspired against us and we had to cancel at the eleventh 

hour as I decided that it would be much more fun to have a heart attack! 

 

Come 2015, we were ready to take on a trip to Brittany and, as luck would have 

it, we were back to a Plymouth ï Roscoff crossing. So, once again we flew the 

flag for Plymouth Motor Club and, with our trusty M.G. washed, polished and 

loaded, we headed off to Millbay Docks on the Thursday evening. (This time it 

did not rain as we made the short drive to the Ferry Terminal, thus allowing us 

to arrive at the start with a spotless car!). Whilst on the quay, we noted several 

other cars which were obviously destined for the óTourô, but did not run across 

any of the crews onboard. 

 

Once again, we were able to enjoy a ómini-cruiseô aboard the óPont Avenô and 

enjoy drinks and entertainment whilst we read up on our pre-event paper-work. 

We immediately discovered that almost half of the crews entered for the event 

were on the 2012 run, so we looked forward to meeting up with several familiar 

faces at the start.   
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And so to our cabin in eager anticipation of a weekend of pleasurable driving on 

quiet roads. 
  

At signing on, in our reserved parking area on the Place Alexis Gourvennec, St-

Pol-de-Leon, we were warmly greeted and received our órally-plateô, various bits 

and pieces and the usual very detailed and superbly presented road-book. At this 

point, Eva and I must, again, present our compliments to Neil and Annie Roden 

(Classic Motoring Organisation) and Norman and Jo Winchester (Brit Assist) for 

there professionalism with regard to all aspects of the Tour organisation.  

 

Our morning run took us on a slightly longer than usual drive through delightful 

villages and some of Brittanyôs most productive vegetable farms where arti-

chokes, cabbages and onions abound, and then along the very scenic coast of 

North-Western Finistere and the Cote des Abers. A land of white sandy beaches 

sheltered by rocky headlands. Lighthouses protect shipping from the perilous 

rocks offshore and Celtic crosses dot the landscape that has, in many cases, 

changed little over the centuries. 

 

Our first landmark was the 15th century granite feudal castle known as the Ch©-

teau de K®rouz®r® ï a ómonument historiqueô.  Visible from the sea, K®rouz®r® 

was dangerously exposed and was particularly vulnerable to English attacks. 

Ironically, it was besieged in 1590 during the French Wars of Religion and seri-

ously damaged as the southeast tower was destroyed. It was rebuilt around 1600. 
 

A little later, we passed the Rocô h-Men Goubars a 500 tonne lump of granite 

balanced all too close to the road. That part of the coast abounds with glorious 

views and we paused for a few moments to take in the coastline. With no official 

stops for coffee built into the morning schedule, and in the knowledge that we 

had more than our fair share on the ferry, we decided to push on at a leisurely 

pace and enjoy the scenery. 

 

Around about half way through the morning, we crossed the River Wracôh and 

pulled into a parking area to stretch our legs, admire yet another view ï this time 

of the Aber Wracôh estuary (possibly a little reminiscent of the River Dart), and 

enjoy some light banter with some of our fellow entrants.  

 

Our route continued west and then swung south as we reached the far end of Brit-

tany and we arrived at the last listed land mark, the ruins of the 13th century Ch©-

teau de Tremazan, hidden from the sea behind a hill. Built by the du Chastel (or 

Ch©tel) family, the Ch©teau was eventually sold as a national property after the 

French Revolution and was abandoned in the 18th century.  
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With the castle behind us we were left with some 30 miles to go (down the 

coast to Argenton and then inland) to arrive at our scheduled lunch stop, with 

reserved parking near the Hotel de Ville in Lesneven, the ancient capital of Le-

on. Whilst some of our number made themselves at home in the various out-

door terrace bars, we knew that a large meal awaited us at the finish and several 

of us opted for a snack in the form of majestic baguettes washed down with a 

small alcohol-free beer.  

 

So, with 80 miles under our belts, we set out on the afternoon run to take us 

from northern Finistere and across the Elorn Valley at La Roche-Maurice. The 

Ch©teau La Roche-Maurice was one of the main residences of the Viscounts of 

Leon. It passed into the ownership of the Dukes of Rohan who bequeathed it to 

the commune in 1985. 
 

Continuing south, we went via Daoulas and Le Faou. Unfortunately, at Daoulas 

we missed our turning and found ourselves on the N165/E60 heading south to-

wards Ch©teaulin. With no option other than to proceed to the next exit, we 

pressed on and luckily were soon rewarded with an exit sign. As soon as we 

were off the main road we pulled over and were immediately joined by another 

of our number who had made a similar mistake. After much head scratching 

and map consulting I thought we had got ourselves orientated and we set off, 

hopefully, towards Le Faou with the other crew showing a touching faith in our 

navigating skills and tagging along behind. More by luck than good judgement, 

we arrived at Le Faou on the correct road and were immediately able to pick up 

our route in the road-book.  

 

Not too long after we had passed through Le Faou I thought that I recognised 

the road and when the óships graveyardô came into view (a backwater of the 

Brest harbour, where the French navy lay-up their redundant vessels) my suspi-

cions were confirmed. We had, indeed, used that road in 2012. Continuing, to 

cross the River Aulne at Pont de Terenez, it was not long before we returned to 

unfamiliar territory.   
 

We completed our run down the Crozon Peninsula (an area so far unexplored 

by the Tour de Bretagne) to Camaret-sur-mer, where, with 137 miles of peace-

ful motoring behind us, we checked into our hotel and admired the beautiful 

view from our balcony. Once settled in, we hurried downstairs to enjoy a well-

earned drink on the front terrace as we relaxed and watched the holiday makers 

and locals go about their business. 

  

Camaret is a delightful town and has an active fishing port. The Hotel Restau-
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rant Thalassa is situated on the Quai du Styvel, looking out across the harbour 

to the Tour Vauban and the Chapelle Notre Dame de Rocamadour, built on a 

sandy spit, and contributing to the status of World Heritage Site.    

 

The Hotel had recently undergone a programme of refurbishment and as part of 

the renovations they had installed security gates that wouldnôt be out of place at 

Fort Knox, so we were able to rest assured that our beloved classic cars would 

also have an undisturbed nightôs sleep. 
 

At 7.00pm we gathered in the bar for pre-dinner drinks and discovered that the 

hotel staff had prepared an entire separate area of the dinning room for our ex-

clusive use, with all the tables arranged in three long rows. The 3-course meal, 

as planned in conjunction with our organizers, was excellent with a more than 

adequate supply of wine included.  

 

Day two (Saturday) dawned bright and sunny and after a hearty breakfast, at the 

same places we had occupied the night before, we again took to the road for a 

leisurely drive along the magnificent southern shores of the Crozon Peninsula, 

including the stunning coastal drive around the Baie de Douamenez, before a 

scheduled coffee stop at Locronan, one of the fabulous Petites Cit®s de Caract¯r 

de Bretagne. 

 

Locronan is one of the prettiest little towns in Brittany, if not in all of France 

and it manages to retain its character even when besieged with hordes of tour-

ists (a bit like Polperro). An important medieval religious centre and place of 

pilgrimage, the townôs wealth in the 15th century (which is when many of the 

buildings were erected) was based on linen and hemp weaving. 
 

Nowadays itôs a town of artists and artisans catering for the tourist industry.  

 

Some of you may remember that in 2012 we passed through Locronan and felt 

luck to escape with our lives, having driven through what appeared to be a pe-

destrian area absolutely packed with wedding guests. We were so busy trying to 

avoid the lynch mob that we really did not have a chance to admire the town, or 

to discover that we were on a public road. However, on this occasion things 

were different. The Town Council had insisted that we should stop and, there-

fore, it was our scheduled coffee break with all the cars on display in the town 

square. It was also an opportunity to shop and Eva and I stocked up on various 

Breton delicacies to take home. 

 

From Locronan we headed off north-east to Pleyben (a quiet market town on 

the southern edge of the Monts dôArree, and famous for its imposing parish 
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church, one of the finest and oldest in Brittany), and on to Ch©teaulin for lunch 

and a route through the Aulne Valley that Neil has been trying to build into the 

Tour for years. 

 

Ch©teaulin is another market town and sits on a bend of the River Aulne and is 

a major centre for trout and salmon fishing. The town is also the Breton capital 

of cycle racing and has staged races since 1889 and the Grand Prix des Boucles 

de Aulne regularly attracts tens of thousands of spectators. 

 

Having been parked in the customary reserved area, we left the town to pass 

the permanent grandstands erected alongside the road and overlooking the river 

which we followed for several miles before heading off for Camaret. 

 

Our route took in one more landmark, the Pointe des Espagnols providing a 

panoramic view across the Brest Sound and the town and harbour of Brest. It 

(the Pointe) was originally built in 1594 by invading Spaniards, but what is 

visible today are Napoleonic fortifications and 20th century German concrete. 

 

Finally we arrived back at Camaret to find the Finish Control Point located out-

side our hotel. We were presented with our Finisherôs Award, in the shape of a 

specially designed tin of Breton Biscuits. The tin carries a Breton cartoon with 

a motoring theme and the words óTour de Bretagneô.  We were then directed to 

park on the quay in a specially prepared area. I believe that the proprietor of 

our hotel was either the Town Mayor or on the Council and had arranged for 

our cars to be on public display. With instructions to return at 5.00pm for a 

group photograph, we retired to the hotel for further relaxing drinks and chat. 

 

However, the photo was not to be. As we returned to the cars, we were aware 

of a lot of activity on the beach and were then asked to clear the area to make 

way for an air ambulance. Sadly, we were to learn later that the bathing inci-

dent had led to a fatality, but we did not know that at the time and we went on 

to enjoy a second and equally delicious 3-course dinner in the same setting as 

the previous evening. A good time was had by all as we ate and drank and chat-

ted away the hours. 

 

Breakfast was, again, a really pleasant affair so, as you can see, the Tour de 

Bretagne seems to totally revolve around gentle driving on quiet uncluttered 

roads and civilized wining and dining. What more could you ask for? 

  

Before setting out for Roscoff and the ferry home, we took the short optional 

drive out of town to visit the majestic Point de Penhir overlooking the entrance 




